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Course Description

This course is an introduction to the National Response Framework (NRF) and the National Incident
Management System (NIMS) and their influence on modern community Emergency Management and
Homeland Security. The course conceptually introduces the four phases of Emergency Management:
Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery.

The course is considered to be a foundation for future study into emergency management and disaster
science, but it also fulfills a Social Science General Education requirement. Students in the course will
have a range of different perspectives based on their previous study and their personal experiences,
and people with different perspectives are especially encouraged to contribute to our discussions.
The readings are designed to encourage critical thinking while also providing the basis for an initial
understanding of emergency management.

Course Information

• This course has a class website on UNO Canvas

• EMGT 1000-851 Introduction to Emergency Management, 3 credit hours, totally online

• This course provides a detailed introduction to aspects of Emergency Management.

• This course fulfills a Social Science General Education requirement.

• Students are required to have working knowledge of email and the Internet. By enrolling in this
course, you are acknowledging that such knowledge exists. All students must have continued access
to the Internet throughout this course. Students must maintain an email account (preferably your
account through UNO) and must check that account regularly (minimum of twice a week). Students
must check the course web-site regularly (minimum of twice a week).
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Social Sciences Student Learning Outcomes

Successful students shall be able to do the following:

• demonstrate an understanding of the diversity of interactions between human motivations, institu-
tional forces, and/or social behavior;

• use critical thinking and reasoning skills to analyze theories, perspectives, and/or concepts relative
to the discipline(s) studied;

• identify multiple methods and modes of inquiry and their appropriate application; and

• communicate ideas and explain concepts and analyses using the language of the discipline(s).

Diversity Statement

There must be a clear respect for diversity maintained in the class. This includes respect for people
related to gender, sexual orientation, religious identity, disability, age, socio-economic status, ethnicity,
race, culture and other differences. All of us have something to offer, and together, we can cultivate a
classroom environment where individuals of varying opinions, experiences, and backgrounds are able to
learn in a supportive and inclusive setting

Required Text

There is one required textbook for the course:

Phillips, B. D., Neal, D. M., & Webb, G. R. (2016). Introduction to Emergency Management (2nd ed.). Boca
Raton, FL: CRC Press. ISBN: 978-1-4822-4506-6

Course Instructional Methods

This course will be delivered entirely through Canvas. Help can be found via the HELP link in Canvas.

Respondus Lockdown Browser

The Respondus Lockdown Browser will be used for exams in this course. To complete exam you must
access Blackboard with the link to Lockdown browsers listed below. This link to the lock down browser
is configured specifically for University of Nebraska at Omaha Blackboard server. This version of the
Lockdown Browser will not work on other Blackboard servers, and other versions of Lockdown Browser
will not work on the UNO Blackboard server.

Windows (no specific browser needs to be installed) or Macintosh requires Safari (Versions 4 though
7): https://www.respondus.com/lockdown/information.pl?ID=288643809. Problems installing? Verify
computer meets all the software requirements. Still having issues? Contact the Technical Support Desk at
402-554-4357 or unohelpdesk@unomaha.edu.

Written Communication Skills Component

The American Psychological Association (APA) Manual of Style (6th ed.) is the uniform standard for
citation of sources for the Emergency Management and Disaster Science Program.
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Computer and Technology Component

It is important that students are able to utilize computer technology to succeed at the university and
in the Emergency Management and Disaster Science career field. Students will use word processing
software for assignments; e-mail for communication and assignments, including sending and receiving
file attachments; and conduct library database searches. Students may utilize the UNO Computer Labs on
campus for assignments.

Policies and Expectations

Attendance

Attendance is important to succeed in this and any course in college. Your attendance is measured by
your participation and completion of online activities.

Late Work

Late assignments will automatically be penalized 10% if they are submitted after the due date. Assign-
ments will not be accepted if they are more than 24 hours late without making prior arrangements with
the instructor. For example: if an assignment is due on Friday at 11:59 PM turned in on Saturday at 1:00
PM, a B paper would be dropped to a C. If the student does not submit the paper until Monday at 07:00
AM, no credit will be given for the assignment. Please note: The Late Policy does NOT apply to course
exams. There are no make-up exams allowed in this course unless prior arrangements are made.

Retakes

If an assignment is returned to the student to be redone, it will be assessed a 15% penalty each time it
must be redone. It is in the student’s best interest to read/listen to assignment directions carefully so as
to complete the assignment correctly the first time.

Extra Credit

Each exam will offer 5 extra credit questions worth 3 points each. This allows for a total of 30 possible
extra credit points throughout the semester. No other extra credit will be given on an individual basis.

Academic Integrity

Important Values for Future Emergency Management and Disaster Science Professionals

Academic integrity is a serious issue in higher education and will be treated as such by the Emergency
Management and Disaster Science Faculty. The nature of the Emergency Management and Disaster Sci-
ence requires core values be instilled in its future professionals. The industry, and thus the Faculty, place a
strong emphasis on such values as integrity, ethics, honesty, respect, accountability, and honor. To prepare
future industry professionals who demonstrate these characteristics, the Faculty of the Emergency Man-
agement and Disaster Science Program enforce a “Zero Tolerance” policy regarding violations of academic
integrity.

UNO and Emergency Management and Disaster Science

The UNO Academic Integrity policy outlines many infractions of academic integrity, as well as the aca-
demic and disciplinary sanctions for violations. The policy can be found in the UNO Undergraduate
Catalog and on-line at: https://catalog.unomaha.edu/undergraduate/. All students must comply with
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this policy. This policy also specifies that an academic unit may have additional standards of conduct.
Supplementary violations for all Emergency Management and Disaster Science courses include, but are
not limited to: 1) Lying to misrepresent a situation; 2) Submitting one’s own work, in whole or in part,
more than once for academic credit; 3) Cheating or copying from another person on assignments, quizzes,
or exams; 4) Dishonesty in recording attendance; and 5) Plagiarism.

Penalties for Violations

The instructor will determine course consequences for violations of academic integrity. The penalty may
range from awarding zero (0) points for the exam, quiz, or assignment, to a failing grade for the course.
The instructor will document the instance and forward it to the Undergraduate Committee of the School.
The Undergraduate Committee will consider all violations of academic integrity for two purposes: 1) To
track repeat activity which will receive the most severe penalties; and 2) To make a recommendation to the
Vice Chancellor regarding university disciplinary action, including suspension or expulsion from UNO.
The documentation will be retained.

Disabilities

Accommodations are provided for students with verified disabilities. For more information, contact Ac-
cessibility Services in MBCS 126 or 402.554.2872, TTY 554-3799.

Workload

For classroom courses, the expectation associated with a 3 credit hour class includes 3 hours of in-class
work each week, and an additional 6 hours of outside-the-classroom work each week. Students not
prepared to devote the required effort to this course should consider dropping prior to the university
withdrawal date. Online courses typically require as much effort, sometimes more, depending on the
student.

Incompletes

An incomplete grade will not be normally issued for this course. However, documented circumstances
beyond a student’s personal control may warrant one (extended illness, major surgery, death in immediate
family). Each instance will be handled based on the circumstances, provided the instructor receives written
documentation.

Assignments and Course Content

Weekly Tasks

This course is structured around weekly tasks that involve reading a chapter of the textbook, viewing the
lectures, taking quizzes, and participating in six discussions with your classmates in the expectation your
workload will remain relatively constant throughout the semester. Each week’s materials will be posted
on Canvas at the beginning of the week.

Readings

Each week, please read the assigned chapter before viewing the lecture.
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Lectures

Lectures will be presented via video, with slides also made available via Canvas. Information from the
readings and/or the lectures will be used for the weekly quizzes and exams.

Quizzes

Quizzes will be administered to judge student knowledge of course materials and to indicate which areas
are in need of greater attention and reinforcement. There will be a quiz each week over the chapter covered
that week. Quiz attempts are timed and the student will only get one attempt to complete the quiz.
Typically, there is plenty of time built into the settings for the student to complete the quiz. Please note
that quiz questions and answers (after submission) will not be returned to the student.

Discussion Questions

There are 6 discussion board questions posted throughout the semester. Each student will answer the
question and then respond to at least 3 posts written by classmates. An assignment rubric can be found
in “Pages.”

Assignments and Exams

Assignments include three brief summaries of current events, a disaster project involving a presentation
about a disaster area, and two timed closed-book exams.

Current Events

These assignments require that each student cite a newspaper, magazine, or online article about an Emer-
gency Management and Disaster Science topic. For the assignment, include a brief, typed summary of the
article, and how it pertains to what we are learning in class. Discuss relevant points contained within the
article and how it applies to Emergency Management and Disaster Science as well as a reaction. Students
will also respond to at least 3 classmates’ posts. There are 3 Current Event assignments. An assignment
rubric can be found in “Pages.”

Disaster Project

For the disaster project students will identify a disaster area in Emergency Management that they would
like to learn more about. Chapter 2 in the textbook provides many options to choose from. Here are
some examples: Natural disasters, pandemics/epidemics, chemical/radiological/nuclear hazards, terror-
ism/bioterrorism/cyberterrorism, natechs, hazards from outer space, solar flares etc. Students will com-
plete an outline for the presentation and finally submit a PowerPoint or Prezi presentation. An assignment
rubric can be found in “Pages.”

Exams

Two exams are given to determine understanding of the course material. Exams will cover all aspects of
the course such as readings, lectures, guest speakers’ recordings, videos, handouts, discussions, and any
other course materials uploaded to Canvas. The course exams consist of multiple-choice, true-false and
short answer questions. All students must take all course exams in the week it is posted.

Exam attempts are timed and each student will only get one attempt to complete the exam. Typically
there is plenty of time built into the exam for the student to complete all questions. No make-up exams
are allowed unless prior arrangements are made. These exams will assess the student’s knowledge of
textbook and lecture material. Please note that exam questions and answers (after submission) will not be
returned to the student.
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Evaluation

Every effort is made to make the grading system and rubrics as transparent and fair as possible.

You may contest a grade up to one week after it is returned. If you believe that there has been an error
on your assignment or exam, please wait 24 hours after receiving the grade. After that period, please
submit a written description of the error you believe occurred along with the assignment or exam to
the instructor for re-grading. Clerical errors and outright mistakes will be corrected; decisions about the
amount of partial credit to give for an answer will not be revisited. Please note that your grade could
increase, decrease, or remain the same upon reconsideration.

Grading System

Task Points
Weekly Tasks
Self-introduction 10 points
Quizzes (12 x 15 points each) 180 points
Discussion Questions (6 x 15 points each) 90 points
Assignments & Exams
Current Events (3 x 40 points each) 120 points
Disaster Project 200 points
Exams (2 x 200 points) 400 points
Total 1000 points

Grading Scale

Percentage Letter Grade
98.5 - 100 A+
93.0 - 98.4 A
90.0 - 92.9 A-
87.0 - 89.9 B+
83.0 - 86.9 B
80.0 - 82.9 B-
77.0 - 79.9 C+
73.0 - 76.9 C
70.0 - 72.9 C-
67.0 - 69.9 D+
63.0 - 66.9 D
60.0 - 62.9 D-
0 - 59.9 F

Important Information

Grading Philosophy

Students should be aware that the instructor grades assignments according to the description in the UNO
Catalog. An A is reserved for those students that have excelled or mastered the material or activity. A
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B is reserved for those students that have met all required areas and went beyond them with, perhaps, a
few mistakes. A C is reserved for those students that met the required elements of the assignment with
appropriate effort and went no further. A D is reserved for those students that almost met all of the
required elements of the assignment, but with additional effort would have met them all. Finally, an F is
reserved for those students that did not meet the required elements and, obviously did not put forth the
required effort.

How to Succeed in This Course and In Your Career

Attendance, participation, and effort will determine your success in this course. Emergency Management
and Disaster Science is an industry that commands utmost professionalism and little margin for error.

Areas of Concern for the Industry

The instructor will endeavor to include activities, which foster the development of these critical skills as
identified by the industry:

Critical Thinking Skills

Problem analysis, problem solving, judgment and decision making (including resource identification and
management)

Interpersonal Skills

Oral and written communication, conflict management, conflict resolution, team building, team mainte-
nance, individual accountability

Values and Attitudes

Ethical standards, integrity, flexibility, versatility, openness to change, curiosity, imagination, creativity,
motivation, passion, dedication

Policies and Procedures for EMDS Courses

University Policies

University policies as published in the Undergraduate Catalog will be strictly followed and enforced. It is
the policy of the University of Nebraska system to not discriminate on the basis of sex, sexual orientation,
disability, race, color, and religion, national or ethnic origin in its educational programs. If a student feels
that some form of discrimination has been directed at them, please contact the instructor immediately.

Instructor Role in the Course

• To stimulate thinking, provide enthusiasm, be responsive to students and well prepared for the class.

• To develop and actively protect a class environment in which respect must be shown to everyone in
order to facilitate and encourage the expression, testing, understanding, and creation of a variety of
ideas and opinions.

• To create and maintain an online learning environment that encourages active participation.

• To grade fairly and explain and clarify subject material.
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Instructor Contact Information

Every effort will be made to respond to emails within 24 hours during the week. Any contact made after
5pm on Friday will be returned the following Monday. Please note that weekly assignments are due by
the end of Friday evening — please ensure that you review the assignments earlier rather than later.

Periodic Course Assessments by Students

In addition to the students being evaluated, instructors are also evaluated. The primary means is through
a course evaluation instrument at the end of the semester. Other forms of assessment may include the
TABS assessment of teaching, a peer teaching evaluation, informal requests for feedback in class regarding
a specific activity or speaker, or other means.

Student Role in the Course

In order to benefit from a course, both in pursuit of knowledge and grades, regular attendance is required.
Students who do not attend class will miss important discussions, assignments, and group interactions.
Each student is expected to be prepared for each class, having read any assignments prior to class.

To receive full participation points, the student must communicate with the instructor by meeting appro-
priate deadlines and conforming with all requirements as stated in the syllabus. Students are expected
to be familiar with all academic policies outlined in the UNO catalog, student handbook, and major area
handbook.

Students will not participate in disruptive behavior. This includes, but is not limited to, receiving beeper
or cell phone calls during class, leaving class early or coming to class habitually late, eating in class, talking
out of turn, doing assignment for other classes, reading materials other than those required for this course,
sleeping, and engaging in other activities that detract from the classroom learning experience. Infringing
on rights of others, that is, anything that disrupts the professor or other students is unacceptable and
will result in dismissal from class. For online courses, please view the netiquette guidelines outlined in
“Pages.”

All students must use their gmav e-mail account. This is necessary to maintain an important notice
distribution list for each class.

Students not making satisfactory progress at the mid-term should consider dropping the course. However,
the instructor would prefer students consult with them at a scheduled appointment to see if completion
of the course is possible.

Assignment deadlines will be communicated to the class through the class schedule and through an-
nouncements made in class. Students are expected to attend all classes to receive these important com-
munications. Not all work will be returned; students should make copies of any assignments they wish
to keep.

Disability

Students who have a documented disability and need academic accommodations are encouraged to con-
tact the instructor during the first week to discuss their special needs. Accommodations are provided for
students with verified disabilities. For more information, contact Accessibility Services in MBCS 126 or
402.554.2872, TTY 554-3799.
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Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty includes the usual kinds of cheating on exams and quizzes, as well as dishonesty
in recording attendance. Plagiarism includes not only presenting someone else’s work from a source as
one’s own, but also giving one’s work to someone else so that he or she can present it as their own work.

Students are encouraged to work together, exchange notes, discuss ideas presented in the lectures and
texts, or give each other feedback, but the final work you submit and/or write on an exam or quiz must
be your own interpretation or summation of the material based on your own work — it cannot simply be
a repetition of something that you and several others jointly worked on and produced.

Taking credit for someone else’s work, or submitting essays and writing exams on material which you did
not read, study, or think about, is academically dishonest and constitutes plagiarism. Also, submitting
your own work more than once for academic credit is also considered academic dishonesty. If a student
violates any of these policies, it is the instructor’s discretion to determine the consequence. The penalty
could range from awarding zero (0) points for that exam, paper, quiz, or assignment, to giving a failing
grade for the course. This is a serious issue in higher education and will be treated as such by the
instructor.

Calendar

All classes will observe the UNO Prep Week policy. Prep week is the week prior to final examinations.
No exam constituting more than 20% of the final course grade will be scheduled (except make-up exams,
tests in self-paced or distance courses, or lab exams). However, a course paper, project, or presentation
that constitutes 20% or more of the course grade may be due during dead week if it is assigned more than
2 weeks in advance.

Learning Facilities and Resources

Various campus organizations and offices are available to students. See the UNO Student Handbook for
additional information.

UNO Library

Research resource including Academic Search Premier and popular electronic databases. A UNO Library
guide is available specifically for locating sources in the library. Website: http://library.unomaha.edu/

UNO Computer Labs

Computer and Data Communication Labs are located throughout the UNO campus with variable hours
for student convenience.

Spring 2019 Course Calendar

The schedule is tentative and subject to change. Each exam will test students’ knowledge of the material
that was taught up until 1 week prior to the exam. The Midterm Exam covers chapters 1-6, the Final
Exam covers chapters 7-12. However, the applications of knowledge for the Disaster Project will involve
applying concepts learned throughout the entire semester, so please don’t throw away your notes after the
Midterm Exam!
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Week 1, 01/07 - 01/11: Introductions & the History and Current Status of Emergency Management

• Introduction to EMGT 1000 lecture

• Read Chapter 1 and view lecture

• Syllabus & Chapter 1 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Self-introduction (10 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 2, 01/14 - 01/18: Working in Emergency Management

• Read Chapter 2 and view lecture

• Chapter 2 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Discussion Question 1 (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 3, 01/21 - 01/25: Key Concepts, Definitions, and Perspectives

• Read Chapter 3 and view lecture

• Chapter 3 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Current Event 1 (40 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 4, 01/28 - 02/01: Research Methods and the Practice of Emergency Management

• Read Chapter 4 and view lecture

• Chapter 4 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Discussion Question 2 (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 5, 02/04 - 02/08: Preparedness

• Read Chapter 5 and view lecture

• Chapter 5 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Disaster Project Topic due (entire project worth 200 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm
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Week 6, 02/11 - 02/15: Planning

• Read Chapter 6 and view lecture

• Chapter 6 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Discussion Question 3 (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 7, 02/18 - 02/22: Midterm Exam

• Complete Midterm Exam (Chapters 1-6) (200 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 8, 02/25 - 03/01: Response

• Read Chapter 7 and view lecture

• Chapter 7 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Current Event 2 (40 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 9, 03/04 - 03/08: Recovery

• Read Chapter 8 and view lecture

• Chapter 8 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Discussion Question 4 (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 10, 03/11 - 03/15: Mitigation

• Read Chapter 9 and view lecture

• Chapter 9 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Disaster Project Outline due (entire project worth 200 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 11, 03/18 - 03/22: Spring Vacation

• No EMGT 1000 class
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Week 12, 03/25 - 03/29: Public and Private Sectors

• Read Chapter 10 and view lecture

• Chapter 10 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Discussion Question 5 (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 13, 04/01 - 04/05: International and Humanitarian Disaster Relief

• Read Chapter 11 and view lecture

• Chapter 11 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Current Event 3 (40 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 14, 04/08 - 04/12: The Next Generation of Emergency Managers

• Read Chapter 12 and view lecture

• Chapter 12 quiz (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

• Discussion Question 6 (15 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 15, 04/15 - 04/19: Disaster Project Week

• Disaster Project Presentation due (200 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 16, 04/22 - 04/26: Final Exam

• Complete Final Exam (Chapters 7-12) (200 points)

– Due Friday by 11.59pm

Week 17, 04/29 - 05/03: Finals Week

• No EMGT 1000 class
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